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PART –I (Q.NO.1-20)
SYNONYMS

1.

stimulated

-

(b) motivated

3X1=3
1mark

2.

enormous

-

(a) huge

1mark

3.

chaos

-

(c) confusion

1mark

ANTONYMS

3X1=3
1mark

4.

deserted

5.

prevalent X

(d) uncommon

1mark

6.

vital

(c) trivial

1mark

X

X

(a)crowded

VOCABULARY

14X1=14
1mark

7.

(d) Bacterium

8.

(b) at the last moment

1mark

9.

(c) into

1mark

10. (c) line

1mark

11.

1mark

(d) Test Of English as a Foreign Language

12. (d) doesn‟t it?

1mark

13. (b) SVAA

1mark

14. (d) whose

1mark

15. (c) inexpensive

1mark

16. (b) again

1mark

17. (a) Pram

1mark

18. (d) a sudden unexpected event

1mark

19. (c) ambassador

1mark

20. (c) put out

1mark
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PART -II(Q.NO.21-30)
SECTION -1 APPRECIATION

7x2=14
4x2=8

21. (a) A gray baboon sits like a statue on its branch watching the glorious
sunrise.
(b) Simile

22. (a) Free imagination helps the world to accept changes against its routine
un acceptance of changes.
(b) Transferred Epithet.

23. (a) The castle‟s gates were strong and the walls were thick
(b) The firm belief of the soldiers was no man could win/The soldiers
firmly believed that no one could enter into the strong and well produced
castle.

24. (a)

'Prone brow' means the eye –brow that looks downwards.
(b) Legs , Locked , balance brow

25. (a) Ulysses entrusts his kingdom to his son Telemachus in his absence.
(b) “Sceptre” – the poet has used the figure of speech synecdoche to simplify the
power of a king.
“Sceptre” is an Ornamental rod carried by the rulers on Ceremonial occasions as
a symbol of sovereignty

26. (a) The world is compared to a stage.
(b) Metaphor
SECTION -2 GRAMMAR

3x2=6

27. Vidhya asked Kanya if/whether she would like to come to the party with
them the next day.

28.
My project will have been completed by me next week.

29.
Had I come earlier, I would have attended the interview.

30. Having carried out the survey , Smitha presented her report. / Carrying out
the survey, Smitha presented her report.

PART –III(Q.NO.31-40)

7x3=21

i)Explain any two of the following with reference to the context
SECTION -1

2x3=6

31. Reference:

These lines are taken from the poem “Our Casuarina tree” written by
Toru Dutt.
Context:
The poet uses this line to highlight the strength of the casuarina tree.
Explanation:
The poet describes how a creeper winds round and round the strong trunk
of the casuarinas tree. It‟s hold is so tight that it looks like a strangle – hold
of a big python. It has left deep scars on the trunk. Yet, the tree stands
heroically

32. Reference : These lines are taken from the poem „Ulysses‟ written by
Alfred Tennyson.
Context

: These lines are uttered by Ulysses when he expresses his

desire to continue his travel all over the world.
Explanation : Ulysses says that he has experienced both enjoyment and
suffering both on shore and in seas. He considers himself as a symbol of the
spirit of adventure. He prefers to roam around the world and his heart is
always hungry to gain knowledge.

33. Reference :

These lines are taken from the poem „Incident of the French Camp‟
written by Robert Browning.
Context: These lines are used by the poet to show the extraordinary courage
and pride of the valour exhibited by the young soldier.
Explanation :
The young soldier was severly wounded. Inspite of it, he rode fast and
approached Napoleon to give the news of victory. The young soldier kept
his lips compressed to prevent the flow of blood from his mouth. He
exclaimed with pride that French had conquered Ratisbon. Hearing the
news, Napoleon became extremely happy. But his eyes softened when he
saw that the soldier was severely wounded. The soldier felt proud to say that
he was killed and fell dead with a smile.

SHRI VIDHYABHARATHI MATRIC HR.SEC.SCHOOL, SAKKARAMPALAYAM - 99655 - 31727

Page 3

ii)

34.

35.

36.

iii)

37.
38.

39.

Answer any two of the following briefly :
SECTION -2

2x3=6

They did different things like selling newspapers, fruits, polishing
shoes, delivering messages, showing the tourists around the
city, etc., they worked very hard to pay the bills of the hospital so that their
sister could lead a normal life again.
The mechanic was seven years old. One night when his drunken father
tortured his mom, she threw a lantern at him .The lantern broke over the
Child‟s head and shoulders. He suffered third degree burns on the upper parts
of his body and lost of his eyes.
Liberty will cause universal chaos, if it exceeds its limits.
Individual liberty would have become social anarchy. On the other hand,
limited liberty would promote the common welfare of the society in general
Answer any three of the following briefly :
SECTION -3
ANY SUITABLE ANSWER

3x3=9

 Check with your local council or your building control
authority to see if your home has been built to cyclone
standards
 Check that the walls , roof and eaves of your home or are
secure
 Trim tree tops and branches well clear off your home.
 Preferably fit shutters, or at least metal screens, to all glass
areas.
 Clean your property of loose material that good blow about
and possibly cause injury or damage during extreme winds .
 In case of strong surge / tide warning , or other flooding ,
know your nearest safe high ground and the safest access
route to it.
 Meaningful 3 exchanges
 Exchanges with a few mistakes
 Exchanges with many mistakes

- 3 marks
- 2 marks
- 1 marks

40.

a) There is never a road without a turning
b) It was the last straw that broke the camel‟s back.
c) Spare the rod and spoil the child.
PART –IV (Q.NO.41-47)

41. (a)

7x5=35

A NICE CUP OF TEA
- GEORGE ORWELL

Eric Arthur Blair, better known by his pen name George Orwell , was an English
novelist, essayist, journalist and critic, whose work in marked by lucid prose, awareness
of social injustice, opposition to totalitarianism and outspoken support of democratic
socialism.
“Tea is one of the main stays of civilizations in this country”
- George Orwell
One of the most influential statement of the British „way of tea‟ is George Orwell‟s essay.
„A nice cup of tea published in the evening standard on 12 January 1946. It was written
at a time when tea was rationed and is short supply, against the backdrop of serve food
shortage across Europe. The process of tea making is a subject matter of violent disputes.
The author has come up with eleven golden rules for preparation of a nice tea. First he
begins to insist on using an Indian or Ceylonese Tea, to feel wiser, braver and more
optimistic. Tea should be made in small quantities‟ in a china or earthenware. The pot
should be warmed beforehand. Tea should always be strong and it should be put straight
into the teapot. We should take the teapot to the kettle and after making tea, one should
stir it well. Tea should be drunk out of a cylindrical type of cup, as it hold more tea. Milk
that is too creamy always given the tea, a sickly taste. So we should pour the cream of the
milk. Two of these rules are generally agreed by the public, but at least four other are
actually controversial. „What should be poured first in the cup‟ has become a subject of
controversial points. George Orwell says that one should pour tea first in the cup. While
most of the people prefer to add sugar in the tea, the author says to add pepper or salt to
it. If we drink tea without sugar for a fortnight, we would never ruin tea by sweetening it
again. He claims that there are some mysterious social etiquette surrounding the tea pot.
It is vulgar to drink tea out of one‟s saucer. There are some subsidiary uses of tea leaves
such as telling fortunes, predicting the arrival of visitors, feeding rabbits, healing burns
and sweeping the carpet.
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IF YOU ARE COLD, TEA WILL WARM YOU;
IF YOU ARE TOO HEATED, IT WILL COOL YOU;
IF YOU ARE DEPRESSED, IT WILL CHEER YOU;
IF YOU ARE EXCITED, IT WILL CALM YOU.

(OR)
(b)

THE SUMMIT
EDMUND HILLARY
Sir Edmund Hillary (1919 -2008) was one of the greatest explores and

mountaineers of the twentieth century. His conquest of mount Everest and the south
pole inspired generations of adventures and dreamers. This story of „The
Summit‟ narrates the achievement of Edmund Hillary and Tenzing
Norgay. They achieved success in climbing to the summit of the
Mount Everest. John Hunt led the expedition to Mount Everest on May 29th 1953,
six men started for the expedition. They were Edmund Hillary, Tenzing,
George Lowe, Alfred Gregory and the two Sherpas, Pemba and Ang
Nyima. As Pemba was too ill to climb, others climbed that day to a
height of 27,900 feet. At 4 a.m., they began to get ready for the
climb. Hillary dragged their oxygen sets into the tent, cleaned the ice off them and
then rechecked and tested them. They pulled three pairs of gloves on to their hands. At
6.30 am, they hoisted 30 Ib. Of oxygen gear on to their backs,
connected their masks and turned on the valves to bring life into
their lungs. They traversed back towards the ridge. The soft snow
made a route on top of the ridge both difficult and dangerous. As one person was
belaying, the other person would go on cutting.
I literally cramponed backwards up the crack,
praying that the cornice would remain attached to
the rock. My progress although slow was steady.
They had to escape the large overhanging cornices by cutting a line of steps
down to where the snow met the rocks on the west. The time was passing and the ridge
seemed never-ending, Hillary looked upwards to see a narrow snow ridge running up to
a snowy summit with a few more whacks of the ice-axe in the firm snow, they can be on
the top. They were relieved and grinned at each other, as they looked all around them .
They shook hands and thumped each other on the back until they

were breathless. It was 11.30 a.m. He felt that the important photograph
was a short down the North Ridge, showing the North col. Tenzing made a small hole in
the snow and placed various small articles of food in it. Hillary also made a small hole in
the snow and placed in it a crucifix,which was given to him by John Hunt. They
scrambled cautiously over the rock traverse , moved one at a time over shaky snow
sections and finally cramponed up their steps and back on to South Peak. They
reached their tent at 2.00 p.m. Then they turned downwards safely
descended the ridge to the South Col.

It was an unforgettable day for them.

They had climbed to the top. There were shouts of joy, handshakes and hugs for the two
heroes. The adventure was over . They made the impossible possible.
They proved „There is no height, no depth that the spirit of man
guided by a higher spirit, cannot attain‟. “There are Everest to be
climbed in our everyday life”.
“KEEP YOUR FOCUS ON THE SUMMIT”

42.(a)

THE CASTLE
- EDWIN MUIR
EDWIN MUIR lived from 15th May 1887 to 3rd January 1959. He was a

novelist and translator as well as one of Scotland‟s most important poets of 1900s.
“The Castle” by Edwin Muir details a post event of castle‟s over taking through
account of a soldier, who witnessed the castle‟s fall first hand. It tells the story of an
unspecified battle. The soldiers of the Castle were totally stress free and related.
They were confident of their castle‟s physical strength. Through the turrets, They
were able to watch mowers and no enemy was found up to the distance of half-amile and so it seemed no threat to the castle.

Secondly the fear of enemies

diminished that is they had plenty of weapons to protect and a large Quantity of
ration in stock to take care of the well-being of the soldiers, who were inside the
castle. There was a foothold, from which an advance military operation is made.
They believed that the castle was absolutely safe because their captain was brave
and soldiers were loyal.

Even by a trick no one could enter into the castle. Only a

bird could fly over the wall and reach the castle. No soldiers would be attracted
with a bribe for the entry inside the castle. But there was evil old guard, who was
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fascinated by the bribery of the enemies and let them in through a little private
gate. He became a victim of bribery given by the enemies. Hence the enemies
conquered the castle. The citadel was known for it‟s secret galleries and intricating
path. The strong castle became grew and thin because of the greedy disloyal
warder. The narrator lamented over the disloyalty of the guard and he was feeling
ashamed to tell anyone about this shameful act of the guard. The citadel was
captured by the enemies for gold. He regretted for not finding any weapon to fight
with enemy called gold. Thus “Human greedy led to the mighty fall of the citadel”.
“BETRAYAL IS SECRET AND SUBTLE AND THAT AN ARMY IS
ONLY STRONG, IF ITS MEN CAN‟T BE BRIBED”

(OR)
(b)

INCIDENT OF THE FRENCH CAMP
- ROBERT BROWNING
The poem „The Incident of the French Camp‟ written by Robert Browning narrates
an actual incident in the war in 1809 between France and Austria, led by Napoleon.
Napoleon has been a great motivator to his army. His Military
skill and genius have won him many admirers. When the poem
begins, we get a description of the great warrior Napoleon standing on a little
mound and watching the war anxiously. His mind was oppressive with many
thoughts and he felt that all his ambition plans would become futile if they failed
(the army leader Lannes) to conquer Ratisbon.
Out twixt the battery-smokes there flew.
A rider, bound on bound
Full-galloping ; nor bridle drew
until he reached the mound.
Though the poem does not give a detailed description of the battle, We come to
know that the young boy has played a vital role in bringing
triumph to the French army. The young boy riding at great speed
approached the mound where Napoleon stood, in smiling joy. As he came closer,
the narrator observed that the rider, a young boy, was severely mounded. The boy
had kept his lips compressed to stop the blood coming through.
But he showed no sign of pain and jumped off the horse and

gave the happy news of Victory to the emperor. He informed the
emperor that they had won Ratisbon for him and he himself had hoisted the flag of
France. Soon his eyes softened when he saw that the boy was fatally wounded.
Like a caring mother eagle, he asked the boy if he was wounded. This question
touched the soldier‟s pride and he replied that he was killed and fell dead, smiling
beside his chief. Courage and patriotism are the basic qualities of
not only an emperor, but also every soldier. Soldiers fight their
enemy not only for monetary considerations, but for the honour of their
motherland. It is evident that the young soldier obtained virtues
like devotion to duty, patriotism, gallantry and chivalry from
Napoleon, the legendary warrior.
“ A MAN IS A PATRIOT IF HIS HEART BEATS TRUE TO HIS
COUNTRY”

43.(a)

THE HOUR OF TRUTH
- PERCIVAL WILDE
“Every hour is the hour of truth”
Percival Wilde (1887-1953) was an American author and playwright. He wrote

novels, short stories and one -act plays. “The Hour of truth” is an intense
psychological study. This one act play particularly shows how easily people forget
their moral values and principles. We can see the battle between „self‟ and
„society‟ in the Character of Mr. Robert Baldwin, the secretary of a bank and the
bank President Mr. John Gresham. Robert Baldwin is the Protagonist of this play.
He leads a simple life with his wife Martha and his son John and daughter Evie. He
is a man of Principles. He is an honest, diligent and hardworking employee . He
has been Working in the bank for more than 35Years. He is not ready to make any
kind of compromise with his morality. He is Working under John Gresham in a
Bank. Baldwin had been thick friend for over 30 years and Baldwin had even
named his son after Gresham. When his friend John Gresham was arrested for the
misappropriation in bank account, Baldwin was not ready to make any Kind of
compromise and decided to part with him. Just before being arrested Gresham
offered him one hundred thousand dollars to just say “I don‟t remember”.
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The play brings a positive note when the bad
people get punished and the good people get
rewarded

Both Martha and John were Very happy to get a huge sum from Gresham, so
that their family would also grow rich to some extent. When they came to know that
Baldwin had rejected the generous offer made by Gresham and justified Gresham‟s
act of offering money, stating that it was a compensation for his low salary. So they
started convincing Baldwin to accept the bribe. John also accused Baldwin of
betraying his dear friend Gresham. He also told that Baldwin will not get an
employment anywhere, as he will be considered a traitor. John compelled Baldwin to
accept the money offered by Gresham. Thus Martha and John reacted in an unjust
way when Baldwin had rejected the generous offer made by Gresham. Baldwin, felt
disgusted with himself and the attitude of his family members. To save Baldwin, Mr.
Marshall, president of the Third National, Visited him and informed him that
Gresham had confessed his crime, in order to free him from betraying his trusted
friend and testifying painfully against him. Mr. Marshall also offered Baldwin a job in
his Bank, to reward him for his „honesty‟ and „Integrity‟. At the end of the play
the reader realizes that money only brings „isolation‟, „punishment‟, „deception‟ ,

„frustration‟ and „endless shame‟. Money has a great influence on people but not on
truthful- Virtues get rewarded.
MORAL :
“TRUTH HAS NO SPECIAL TIME OF ITS OWN. ITS HOUR IS NOW ----ALWAYS AND INDEED THEN MOST TRULY WHEN IT SEEMS
UNSUITABLE TO ACTUAL CIRCUMSTANCES.”

(OR)
(b)

All SUMMER IN A DAY
- RAY BRADBURY

Ray Douglas Bradbury(1920-2012) was an American author best known for his
highly imaginative short stories. Much of his work was „fantasy‟, „horror‟ or
„mysteries‟. This story is set on the „PLANET VENUS‟, where the sun shines for
only two hours once every seven years. Margot a frail, pale girl is the young protagonist
in “All summer in a Day”. It deals with a group of school children who live on the planet
Venus with their families. The children have only seen the sun in their lives when they

were two years old, but now they don‟t remember how it looks or feels. And they are
eagerly waiting for a momentous occasion. It has been continuously raining for seven
years and now the scientists on Venus have predicted that the sun will appear for a brief
period of two hours. Their dream about sun like a yellow crayon or a gold coin leaves
them aspire for more. Hence Margot‟s description of the sun makes them envy (greet)her
“All a joke!” Said the boy, and seized her roughly.
“Hey, everyone, let‟s put her in a closet before the
teacher comes!”
All the children resent(dislike) her for various reasons. Especially William,
envied Margot because she is the only one of them who can remember seeing the sun.
Though she tries to describe the sun she experienced, the other don‟t believe her. She is
depressed about being on Venus. She did not mingle well with the other children. It
seems to them as if she thinks she is better than they are. Therefore , right before the sun
comes out. They lock her in a windowless closet. After some moments, the rain stops and
the sun appears. All the children run, play and enjoy the light of the sun. After some
time, the rain clouds appear. The sun retreats and the rain begins to fall. A girl
remembers that Margot is locked in the closet. They realized whatever Margot said about
the sun was a truth .The girl then walk towards the closet where they left Margot. They
unlock the door and Margot slowly comes out. Margot‟s cruel classmates treated her
differently. They probably felt bad for making Margot to miss the beautiful sight of the
sun. They felt ashamed of their actions . This shows their guilt strickened mind. The
writer wants to convey that the power of the sun over the children living on Venus is
notable. They are pale and colourless. The lack of the sun has washed away their
compassion and consideration and empathy for the people. They do not regain this until
the sun reappears. The sun is life- giving for the landscape as well as the inhabitants of
Venus.
MORAL : “ WHEN YOU ARE GUILTY IT IS NOT YOUR SINS YOU
HATE BUT YOURSELF..”

44. (a) Write a summary or make notes of the following passage:
Summarizing
Format
Rough Draft/Copy

- 1 Mark

Suitable Title

- 1 Mark

Fair Draft/Copy

- 3 Marks
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(An exceptional summary can be awarded Maximum Marks. The number of words in the
Fair Draft need not be taken into account)
(OR)
Note Making
Title

- 1 Mark

Sub – titles

- 2 Marks

Key points under each sub-titles

- 2 Marks

(b)
Introduction
Mobile phone is a palm held device which

has revolutionized the world of

communication. A mobile phone does not require fixed landline and makes two way
communication easy and affordable. Telegram department had to be closed due to the
lightning speed with which messages could be sent orally or through SMS.
Mobile functions and advantages
A mobile phone can be used for watching cricket, movie or just listen to news. Students
now google for collecting information for their assignments and projects. A recent
survey says 50% of youth read newspapers only through their android phones. The habit
of reading books or dictionaries is falling due to quick access to information via mobile
and internet services. Through Ola and Uber apps one can summon a call taxi or even
order food from Uber eats or Old food through these apps for a cheap cost. railway and
flight tickets can be booked online. Memorable events can be frozen in photos or videos
and saved in the phone itself. Money transfer is now possible through using Pay TM,
Bhim app or google money app. As many online newspapers are freely available, people
save money.Big Bazaar sells even vegetables through phone. Flipkart and Amazon apps
help one to place order for any home appliances at competitive prices.
Disadvantages
Social websites such as watsapp, twitter and facebook keep young ones continuously
engaged and crazy for likes. Sometimes evil doers access valuable information and
exploit women and children. Sharing vital information, photos, videos, etc. with total
strangers can jeopardize one‟s honour and life too. Students who get addicted to video
games and watching explicit content waste their time and energy and dropout of schools.
Conclusion

Mobile phone is a technological marvel. Similar to any new technology, it has its
fascinating traps . One must use mobile phones judiciously and stay out of harm and
disgrace.
45. (a) Write a letter to the company that sold you the watch.
From

yyy,

YYY,

05.03.2020

ZZZ.
To
The Manager,
XYZ company,
Chennai.
Respected Sir
On 01.03.2020, I bought /placed an order for a watch and this was delivered to
me on 04.03.2020. I have discovered that the quality of the watch is not good and not
satisfied . As you are in breach of contract I am entitled to (a refund /have the item
replied /have the item replaced) and I would request that you confirm by 1.03.2020(set a
reasonable dead line appropriate to the specific situation)that you will do this. I also
require you to confirm whether you will arrange for the watch to be collected or that
you wish me to return this , and that you will reimburse me for the cost of returning the
watch and arranging adequate insurance. I look forward to hearing from you.
Yours faithfully
xxxx.
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(b) Write a letter to your friend sharing your travelling experience to Delhi .
Hi friend ,
How are you? hope you are fine and fit as fiddle. This holiday I went to Delhi. There
I had enjoyed a lot .The trips to the India gate, Red Fort, Lotus Temple, Qutub
minar, Raj Ghat ,Chidiya Ghar are ten times more fun for me than shopping . Especially
in Chidiya Ghar we ran into many different and interesting types of wild life that added
even more to the trip. This was my first major hiking trip I had taken, and it got me
hooked for life .Therefore , these things go hand in hand , and are definitely a huge and
important part of my future hopefully. Convey my regards to all.
Your loving friend
xxxx.

46. i) Read the following sentences, spot the errors and correct them.
a. It will be a waste to throw the food away.
b. Kailash never does any work after 10 p.m.
c. Neither Suresh nor Kamalesh is intelligent.
d. Nithya has taken half a day leave.
e. One of my uncles lives in Canada.

5x1=5

OR

(ii) Fill in the blanks suitably.

a. Usha has bought a laptop recently. She is using it at the moment.
b. My sister used to dance so well, when she was in school.
c. The bugle is banned in our school band.

5x1=5

47. (a) Hints development.
THE BEE AND THE PEGION
One day a bee was flying above a stream. Suddenly it hit a branch of a
neighbouring Oak tree and fell into the water. The bee could not fly as its wing
were wet and struggle to come out of the water. There was a pigeon on the branch
of a tree and saw the pitiable bee in the water. The pigeon felt sympathy for the
bee and dropped a leaf from the Oak tree nearby the bee.
The bee who was exhausted after the struggle to get out of the water, got on
the leaf and managed to save its life. The bee‟s wings were not wet anymore and
he could fly. The bee thanked the pigeon for rescuing it and flew away.
Several days later, a hunter came into the forest looking for a wild animal.
Unfortunately he was unable to hunt any animal for his meal. He sat under the
Oak tree and rested a while . He saw the pigeon sleeping on a branch and thought
of hunting the pigeon. Then the bee, rescued by the pigeon was flying nearby and
saw the huntsman. The bee bit the hunter and he screamed in pain. The bee bit
the hunter and he screamed in pain. The pigeon was awaken by that scream and
flew away thanking the bee.
Moral: Do good, find good . Or kindness never goes un rewarded
(OR)
(b)Read the following passage and answer the questions in your own words.
5x1=5
i.

“The Little Tramp”, the unforgettable character Charlie Chaplin invented,
was born purely by accident in 1915.

ii.

When he emerged, he found, he had created a personality everybody loved a
little guy in a bowler hat, a close fitting jacket, a cane, a pair of
outsized shoes and a brush like moustache.

iii.
iv.

„star‟.
His childhood was very sad, for his mother never earned enough to look
after her children.

v.

(i) shy

(ii) Comedy
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MARK ANALYSIS
(WITHOUT CHOICE)
PART Questions

I

1 Mark

20

03

Interior
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Creative
Questions
17

II

2 Marks

16

08

08

20

III

3 Marks

10

05

05

30

IV

5 Marks

20

04

16

70

66

19

47

140

28.7%

71.3%

100%

Total Marks
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Total
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Department of English
SHRI VIDHYABHARATHI MATRIC HR.SEC.SCHOOL
SAKKARAMPALAYAM , AGARAM (PO) ELACHIPALAYAM
TIRUCHENGODE(TK), NAMAKKAL (DT) PIN-637202
Cell : 99655-31727, 95781 – 91671

Mz;LNjhWk; khepyk; kw;Wk; khtl;l mstpy;
rpwg;gplk; ngw;w gs;sp
2020 – 2021 Mk; fy;tp Mz;bw;fhd

+1 ml;kprd; Kd;gjpT eilngWfpwJ.

